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Penitential Rite 
         Refer to the prayer cards in the pews (Please Sing) 
 

First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2024 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading: 33:14-16 
The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and Judah. In those days, in that time, I 
will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is right and just 
in the land. In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall 
dwell secure; this is what they shall call her: “The Lord our justice.” 
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm: #25 To You, O Lord                     S. Pishner 
“To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. To You, O Lord, I lift up my 
soul.”  
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:12 – 4:2 
Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and abound 
in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you, so as to 
strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God 
and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. 
Amen. Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and exhort 
you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received from us how you should 
conduct yourselves to please God —and as you are conducting 
yourselves—you do so even more. For you know what instructions 
we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cth1#th1003
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Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 
Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, 
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your redemption is at hand. “Beware that your 
hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and 
the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a 
trap. For that day will assault everyone who lives on the 
face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent 
and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk021
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Penitential Rite 
         Refer to the prayer cards in the pews (Please Sing) 
 

Second Sunday of Advent December 8, 2024 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9  
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the 
splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice 
from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory of the 
eternal name. For God will show all the earth your splendor: 
you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory  
of God’s worship. Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to 
the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west 
at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by 
God. Led away on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will 
bring them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. 
For God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, 
and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, 
that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God. The forests and 
every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s 
command; for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his glory, 
with his mercy and justice for company.  
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm: #25 To You O Lord                     S. Pishner 
“To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. To You, O Lord, I lift up my 
soul.”  
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Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for    
all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the first 
day until now I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may increase 
ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, 
to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia 
 

 Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius  

    and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
the son of Zechariah in the desert. John went throughout the 
whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words 
of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: 

     “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley 
shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The 
winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

   The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Creed: Refer to the prayer cards in the pews for the Creed. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cphi#phi001
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Penitential Rite  
         Refer to the prayer cards in the pews (Please Sing) 
 

Third Sunday of Advent December 15, 2024 
 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
 

Shout for joy, 0 daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, 0 Israel!  
Be glad and exult with all your heart, 0 daughter Jerusalem!  
The Lord has removed the judgment against you he has turned 
away your enemies; the King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst,  
you have no further misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Fear not, 0 Zion, be not discouraged!  
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, and renew you in his love, he will sing 
joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals.  
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 

Responsorial Psalm: #25 To You O Lord                     S. Pishner 
“To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. To You, O Lord, I lift up my 
soul.”  
 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7  
Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it  
again: rejoice!  Your kindness should be known to all.  
The Lord is near.  Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 of 26 

Gospel Reading: Luke 3:10-18 
The crowds asked John the Baptist, "What should we do?" 
He said to them in reply, "Whoever has two cloaks should share 
with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do 
likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to 
him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He answered them, 
"Stop collecting more than what is prescribed." Soldiers also asked 
him, "And what is it that we should do?" He told them, "Do not 
practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied 
with your wages." Now the people were filled with expectation, 
and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the 
Christ. John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with 
water,but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen 
the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn,but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." Exhorting them in many other ways, he 
preached good news to the people. 
The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Creed: Refer to the prayer cards in the pews for the Creed. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
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Penitential Rite 
         Refer to the prayer cards in the pews (Please Sing) 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 22, 2024 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading: Micah 5:1- 4a 
Thus says the Lord: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
times. Therefore, the Lord will give them up, until the time 
when she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred 
shall return to the children of Israel. He shall stand firm and 
shepherd his flock by the strength of the Lord, in the majestic name 
of the Lord, his God; and they shall remain, for now his greatness 
shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.  
The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 
Responsorial Psalm: #25 To You O Lord                     S. Pishner 
“To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. To You, O Lord, I lift up my 
soul.”  
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 

     Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he  
said: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you  
prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no 
delight. Then I said, ‘As is written of me in the scroll, behold, I  
come to do your will, O God.’” First, he says, “Sacrifice and 
offerings, holocausts and sin offerings, you neither desired  
nor delighted in.” These are offered according to the law. Then  
he says, “Behold, I come to do your will.” He takes away the first  
to establish the second. By this “will,” we have been consecrated 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
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The word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45 
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, 
“Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you  
by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Homily 
 
Creed: Refer to the prayer cards in the pews for the Creed. 
 

 
Prayer of the Faithful: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
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All Hymns Are Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-7040220. 
All Rights Reserved. 

 

Advent Hymns 
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel                         Veni Emmanuel 
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Bread of Life                                                                      B. Farrell 

 

 
V. 1 & 2 Advent. © 1982, 1987, B. Farrell Pub. By OCP Publications. All rights reserved. 

 
 

The King of Glory                                            Israeli Folk Song 
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Text:12 12 w/ref. Text © 1967. W.F. Jabusch Music: Trad. Israeli folk song. Admin. OCP. All rights reserved 

 
My Soul in Stillness Waits                                            M. Haugen 
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City of God                                                                     D. Schutte            
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On Jordan’s Bank                                                Winchester New 

 
 Sing Out Earth and Skies                                          Haugen 
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There is a Longing                                                        A. Quigley 
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Communion Hymn: A Voice Cries Out                         M. Joncas 
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A Voice Cries Out (Continued) 
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Ready the Way                                                                    Hurd 
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People Look East                                             Trad. French Carol 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sing Out, Earth and Skies                                                Haugen 
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Lo, How A Rose                             Es Ist Ein Ros’ Enstrungen         

 
 

 
Christ Be Our Light                                                             Farrell 
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Refrain: Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through 
the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your gathered 
today.                  

 
Hail Mary, Gentle Woman            C. Landry 
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Mass of Age to Age:                                                           De Silva 
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Mystery of Faith  

        
21 

Amen 
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Lamb of God 
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The Wait 
Gifts are wrapped and stockings are stuffed. Lights twinkle on the tree and 
candles flicker in homes and churches services across the country. It’s 
Christmas  – one of my favorite times of the year. I love seeing little ones giddy 
with excitement. They’ve been waiting since before Thanksgiving when store 
shelves abruptly traded turkeys and leaves for Santa and snowflakes, and hope 
the wait will be worth it. 
As children of God, we’re waiting too. Every one of us. 
It’s why we celebrate Advent through the Christmas season. 
Since the fall of man, the faithful in the Old Testament waited for the promised 
Messiah. They were waiting for a King. Their savior. Because many had their 
own ideas and assumptions of who He would be and what He would do, they 
missed the blessing. They failed to see Jesus as the Savior of the world and are 
still waiting for His first appearance. 
Now, as Christ-believers, we wait for our Savior to return and make all things 
new – forever bridging the gap between our sin and the glory of the Father. 
Oh, what a day that will be! 
Because we live in a broken world until Christ’s second coming, we wait for 
earthly dreams or needs to be fulfilled as well. 
As you read this, you’re likely waiting for something. 
Waiting to feel known. Waiting for a wayward child. Waiting to experience 
love. Waiting to be forgiven. Waiting for healing. Waiting for the fulfillment of 
a promise. Waiting to be understood. 
The list is endless. And exhausting. 
Waiting tries my patience and throws me into dependence. I can’t control the 
outcome in a waiting season and, to be completely honest, that’s the part I like 
least. My fleshly desire is to meddle – to open closed doors and close the open 
ones. I rush through the wait to find answers and create quick solutions.   
But what if we entered our time of waiting with a sense of eagerness instead of 
animosity?  What if we leaned in with anticipation rather than anxiety? What if 
we waited with hope instead of despair? What if we changed our perspective 
entirely, and began to see the wait as part of the promise instead of a means to the 
end? What if we believed that God was up to something and that the result would 
be as good as He is? 
If we trust that God is sovereign, we need to trust that the wait fulfills a 
purpose. It may not look the way we wanted or prayed for, but the process 
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itself can draw us into a deeper relationship with Christ, grow our faith, and 
refine us into something more beautiful than we imagined.  

www. Arise Ministries.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Hymns Are Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-7040220.  
All Rights Reserved. 

 
 


